Speakers’ Bios

~ Zlatogor Minchev is the founder and president of the “Secure Digital
- Future 21” expert forum (since 2017) with more than sixty member
countries around the globe. An “Associate Professor” on “Automation
& Control” at the Institute of ICT, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
(since 2010); Part-time “Associate Professor” (2011) at Operations
Research, Probabilities & Statistics Department, Institute of
Mathematics & Informatics Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. IT for
Security Department Head (2016-2025) presently transformed into
Scalable Algorithms and Cybersecurity Department with HPC Center; Holds a PhD degree
on Cybernetics & Robotics. Director of Joint Training Simulation & Analysis Center (since
2007), organizing and conducting research in the fields of: cybersecurity, crisis & emergency
management, defence planning & assessment. Special accent is also given to: future threats
analysis, modelling and forecasting; human factor response psycho-physiological monitoring
and stimulation; Distributed CAX in mixed cyber-physical realities. For his twenty years
research carrier, Dr. Minchev is an author and co-author of plenty scientific publications;
successful participant in numerous scientific projects with national & international funding on
expert and managing positions. Visiting professor on cybersecurity for: Plovdiv University
“Paisii Hilendarski”, Gelisim Universitesi, Istanbul; multiaspect security problems: University
of National & World Economy — Sofia, George C. Marshall European Center for Security
Studies. Honourable member of e-Sigurnost Association (2017) & Association of the Officers
in the Reserve “Atlantic’ (2010), elected for Deputy Chairman (2025). Awarded and
distinguished with numerous prestigious national and international awards. Well-known and
publicly recognized expert on security & cybersecurity issues.

Max Kilger is a Professor in Practice in the Department of Information
Systems & Cyber Security at the University of Texas at San Antonio
and Director of the Master in Data Analytics Program. He is also the
Academic Director of the UTSA IC CAE Critical Technology Studies
Program which prepares young people for a career in the Intelligence
Community. Max received his Ph.D. in Social Psychology from
Stanford University. He has over 20 years of experience in the area of
information security concentrating on the social and psychological
factors motivating malicious online actors, hacking groups and cyberterrorists. Max has written
and co-authored a number of journal articles, book chapters and books in the national security
space on profiling, motivations of malicious online actors, the social structure of the hacking
community, cyberviolence, factors related to civilian attacks on critical infrastructure and the
emergence of cyberterrorism. He co-authored the popular book “Reverse Deception:
Organized Cyberthreat Counter-Exploitation” and has co-authored his second book
“Deception in the Digital Age”. He is a founding and board member of The Honeynet Project
— a not-for-profit international information security organization with 50 teams of experts in 42
countries working for the public good. Prof. Kilger was a member of a National Academy




of Engineering committee dedicated to make recommendations for combating terrorism. He
is a member of a multinational instructional team for a NATO counterterrorism course and a
faculty member of the Cyber Center for Security and Analytics. He is also on the Scientific
Board of the graduate interdisciplinary cyber security program at LUISS Guido Carli University
in Rome, Italy. Max is a frequent national and international speaker to industry, federal law
enforcement, the military and intelligence communities.

Vyacheslav Kharchenko is a Corresponding member of National
4 Academy of Science of Ukraine; Dr of Science, Professor and Head of
Computer Systems Networks and Cyber Security, National Aerospace
University KhAl; Head of Centre for Safety Infrastructure-Oriented
Research and Analysis, RPC Radiy; Education: 1969-1974, Kharkiv
{ High Military Engineering Rocket College (Engineer on Aerospace
Control Systems, Gold Medal); 1983-1986, Central Patent Institute
(Engineer on Patenting). Academic Degrees: 1981, PhD; 1990,
Honor Inventor of Ukraine; 1991, Prof. on Diagnostics & Control System; 1995, Dr of Science
on Engineering; 2025, corresponding member of National Academy of Science of Ukraine.
Academic Experience: 2000-p.t., Head of Comp. Systems, Networks and Cybersecurity,
National Aerospace University KhAl; 2014-p.t., Editor-in-Chief of Int.| Journal “Radioelectr. &
Comp. Systems” (Scopus, Q3); 2018-2023, President of Ukrainian Science-Educational IT-
Society; Teaching BSc, MSc and PhD courses on FSM Theory, Fault-tolerant Systems,
Dependable & Resilient Computing; Supervisor of 51 PhD, 11 Drs dissertations (1990-2024);
Invited researcher & professor (UK, Germany, Greece, Slovakia, USA). Industrial
Experience: 1997-2010, lead. expert of State STC on Nuclear and Radiation Safety; 2007-
p.t., Head of STC for Safety Infrastr. Research & Analysis, RPC Radiy; 2018-p.t., Head of
Kharkiv Region Centre Industry 4.0. Projects: 2001-p.t., 31 national and internat. projects.
On-going projects: 2024-2026, Methods for providing resilience of intelligent UAV-UWV
systems (Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine); 2024-2025, AutoDrone (UAV
Intelligent Systems for EO Search, Germany); 2024-2026, WILDCAT (Development of Wild
Fire Prevention Framework for UV Platforms, Sweden, Sl); 2024-2028, EDIH (European
Digital Innovation Hub). Publications: 430 publications indexed by Scopus & WoS including
24 papers, quartiles Q1, Q2 (h-index 23); 41 books/chapters (Springer, I1Gl-Global, River
Publishers); 20 stands, 800+ patents. Conferences (2001+): Invited speakers of 18 conf.;
GC of IEEE Dependable Systems, Services & Technologies (DESSERT) Conf., 7 WSs
(2006-2025); Head of the monthly WS Critical Comp. Techn. and Systems (2001-2025).
Grants and Awards (2019+): 2019, Certificate of Honor, Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine; 2019,
State Award of Ukraine for Successes in Science and Engineering; 2020, Kharkiv Region
Award “The Best Scientist in IT and Cybernetics”; 2006, 2014, 2023, “Best scientist of KhAl”;
2024, Order of Merit 3rd degree. R&D Interests: Big Safety and Security; Critical
Infrastructure (NPPs, SMRs) Security and Resilience; UXV-based Al Systems for Dangerous
Spaces; Al Quality, XAl as a Services, Dependable & Resilient Al Systems; AR&AI for
Interactive Art.




Olena Golembovska is a Ukrainian artist and researcher of digital
practices who combines traditional painting with AR, Al and interactive

technologies. Her projects, including the series “Ukrainian Amazons -
" Kosachky”, explore the interplay between cultural heritage and
contemporary technologies. She has experience working with AR
platforms to create an interactive dialogue between the viewer and art.
_ Olena’s goal is to make art innovative, accessible and integrated into
X the digital ecosystem.

Horatiu Moga has a PhD in engineering sciences from Transilvania
University, Brasov. Contributor at Center of Excellence in Cyber
Security and Affiliated Professor at Risk Management and Cyber
Security Master Degree Program of the Maritime University of
Constanta, Romania. Senior Cyber Expert for National Center for
Financial Information and National Agency for Fiscal Administration,
Brasov. His research interests are mostly focused in: cybersecurity of
critical infrastructure, cyber warfare, international relations, Al, ML &
computer science.

Nemanja Zdravkovi¢, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor and a Dean of
the Faculty of Information Technology at Belgrade Metropolitan
University (BMU) and Head of the Blockchain Technology Laboratory
at BMU. He holds two PhD degrees, from the Norwegian University of
Science and Technology (NTNU) and the University of NiS. His
research focuses on secure blockchain applications, computer
networks and protocols, and cooperative wireless communication
systems. Dr. Zdravkovi¢ has co-authored over 70 scientific papers
published in international journals and conference proceedings, and serves as an editor for
two international conferences, and is an active reviewer for multiple scientific journals. He is
an IEEE Member.

Emanouil Atanassov is a Full Professor and Deputy Director at
Institute of ICT (lICT), Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. He has played
a key role in the establishment of the High-Performance Computing
Centre at IICT, where two supercomputers in Top500 list (initially
Avitohol in 2015, and then HEMUS in 2023) were integrated in
European projects and initiatives, dealing with HPC and Open
Science. Achieved substantial theoretical and practical results related
to the low-discrepancy sequences of Halton and Sobol and their
applications. He received the scientific award Pitagor for contributions
in supercomputing applications and analysis of Big Data. Received the special prize for an
outstanding solution at the International Mathematical Olympiad in Australia.




Vilis Tzourov is the Chairman of the Association of the Officers in the
Reserve “Atlantic” (since 2018). Being a career officer that served
more than 28 years in the Bulgarian Armed Forces (BUAF), occupying
different positions from Mechanized Division (as a Chief of Forward
Air Controller Group) and Air Tactical Corps level to General Staff and
MoD directorates, including operations, personnel, planning,
intelligence and civil-military cooperation areas. He finished his
military carrier as a Chief Integration, Coordination and CIMIC, and
Development sectors in Joint Forces Command. Col. (Ret) Tzourov has graduated Air Force
Academy, Defense Staff College, and Sofia University as a Master Degree on Informatics
and Computer Science, and a long-term strategic course in European center on security
studies “George C. Marshall’, Germany. He was posted in various high positions in UN and
NATO missions and several coalition operations as in Eritrea, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, Iraq and
Liberia. Col. (Ret) Tzourov was taken part in NATO, Multinational CIMIC Group and EU
Military Committees and now he is working as an inspector in British company. He has been
rewarded for his activities many times at national level.

Denis Petkov has a background in academic relations, cybersecurity
and youth community-building. He currently serves as a Senior Expert
in Academic Relations at the European Digital Innovation Hub “Trakia”.
He also holds leadership roles at the University of Plovdiv “Paisii
Hilendarski” as a Chairman of the Faculty Student Council and a
member of the Control Board of the institution. His educational
background includes a Master's degree in “Cybersecurity” and
Bachelor’s degree in “National Security Policy Studies”.

Ali Sabra is a Computer Science Instructor at the Lebanese
International University (LIU), School of Arts and Sciences,
Department of Computer Science & Information Technology. He is a
PhD candidate at Varna Free University, Bulgaria, specializing in Data
Science. His doctoral thesis focuses on deep learning approaches for
modeling Distributed Denial of Service attacks in cybersecurity. He
also holds a Master's degree in Business Computer (Lebanese
University, 2009) and a Bachelor's degree in Business Computer
(Lebanese University, 2004).
Mr. Sabra has over 20 years of academic and professional
experience. He has taught courses in Artificial Intelligence, Machine
Learning, Natural language processing, Information Retrieval, Data Mining, and Web
Development at several universities in Lebanon. His research interests include cybersecurity,
machine learning, and natural language processing. He is the author of multiple publications
on machine learning approaches for detecting cyberattacks in smart homes and application-
layer DDoS detection. He also published a co-authored book on “Machine Learning in
Cybersecurity” (2022).




Filippos Papalos is a graduate of the Hellenic Military Academy
(2018-2022), where he specialized in Cyberwarfare and received
distinction for his award-winning thesis on automated cyber operations
in unmanned systems. He completed his Master's degree in
. Cryptography, Security & Information Systems at the Academy (2022—
W 2024), graduating with an excellent GPA (9.18/10). His Master’s thesis
: < on beamforming for signal source localization was presented at the
; W 4th SCIFIC Conference (2024). He has published multiple peer-
\ reviewed works with IEEE and other international conferences,
including research on UAV communication interception, machine-learning-aided singular
value decomposition, direction-of-arrival estimation, and Al-assisted spam detection.
Currently, he is pursuing his PhD at the Hellenic Military Academy (2025-) with research
focused on Intrusion Detection Aided by Atrtificial Intelligence. Alongside his academic career,
he serves as an Infantry Officer, having graduated second in his class from the Infantry
School and chosen to represent Greece at the U.S. Army’s Basic Infantry Officer Leadership
Course in the upcoming spring.

Svetlozar Yordanov is a dedicated software engineer and research
assistant at the Institute of ICT, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (IICT-
BAS), specializing in big data, artificial intelligence, and high-
performance computing. With expertise in Python, JavaScript, C#,
MySQL, and modern frameworks, he has developed advanced neural
network solutions for brain-signal decoding and large-scale data
analysis. He holds a Master's degree in Big Data and Al and a
Bachelor’'s in Statistics from the University of National and World
Economy, Sofia. His contributions include multiple international publications and involvement
in EU-funded projects on neuroprosthetics, HPC, and open science infrastructures.

Hristo Hristov is an Assistant Professor on “Information
: Technologies” in the Parallel Algorithms and Machine Learning
Section with the Neurotechnology Laboratory at the Institute of ICT,
| Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Holds a PhD degree on
A4 Communication and computer technic and MSc on
Telecommunications. Participant in the international scientific project
, VIBraTE for neurotechnology research. He has many years of
i experience in the industry, having managed companies, suppliers and
contractors of many different projects in the field of
telecommunications, computer, information and industrial
technologies. During his research career, he is the author and co-author of numerous
scientific publications, and is also a successful participant in various scientific projects with
national and international funding. Successful participant in many international scientific
conferences and national scientific programs. He led a mentoring program at Trakia
University. Individual member of The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE).
Member of the organizing committee of a doctoral school in neurotechnology. His expertise




extends to areas such as: IT, Brain-computer Interface, Neurotechnology, Multisensory
Monitoring, Data Science, loT, Radiometry, Research and development, intelligent systems
for early detection of stress and various diseases, decision-making systems, Engineering,
technology and artificial intelligence.
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" Georgi Vassilev is an Assistant at the Institute of Information and
Communication Technologies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.
\ He graduated with a Bachelor's degree in English philology in 2014
o~ > from Plovdiv University “Paisii Hilendarski” and a Master’s degree in
A “‘Multimedia and Virtual Reality” from Academy of Music, Dance and
?w**"i‘\f; / | Fine Arts “Prof. Asen Diamandiev”, Plovdiv. Currently specializing in
: .2 Y multimedia and virtual reality, with a focus on 360-degree imaging,
audio and video processing, as well as processing and analysis of three-dimensional digital
data obtained through laser scanning and photogrammetry and implementing them as
interactive virtual applications for various mobile and computer platforms. Ass. Vassilev
research interests are focused on creating applications forimmersive and collaborative virtual
reality and for presenting digitized cultural heritage, as well as on investigating existing
solutions for remote virtual collaboration and their limitations.
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Radoslav Shterev has a PhD on Psychology from Plovdiv University
“Paisii Hilendarski’. He is also a certified specialist and trainer in
neurotechnologies for brain stimulation from Mind Alive - Canada and
in biofeedback from Verim - Poland. He is one of the pioneers of the
implementation of biofeedback methods and equipment for diagnostics
w0 and stress reduction in Bulgaria since 2009. Radoslav Shterev
consults researchers, psychiatrists, psychologists, doctors and trainers on the
implementation of methods and technologies for biometry, biofeedback, brain stimulation and
stress reduction in oncology clinics, National Security Service, SE “Air Traffic Management”,
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, universities, private speech therapy and psychotherapeutic
practices. Founder of Brain Amigo EOOD - a company specializing in the design of
biofeedback - assisted programs and rooms for psychological recovery and stress reduction,
supply of electro - sleep equipment, psycho-relaxation systems and biofeedback. Specialist
with long-standing interests in the field of applied psychophysiology, neuro-technologies for
non-invasive brain stimulation, stress issues and sleep disorders.

Stefan Tafkov is a young researcher in the field of cybersecurity and
b digital forensics. Holds a MSc degree on “Software Technologies” with
i specialization in Al from Plovdiv University “Paisii Hilendarski” where
he is now also an invited lecturer on the problems of cybersecurity.
b Assist. Tafkov is presently doing his PhD thesis work in the field of
Artificial Intelligence application for ransomware smart development &
protection at Scalable Algorithms & Cybersecurity, Institute of ICT,
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Longstanding junior collaborator of
Joint Training Simulation & Analysis Center, Institute of ICT, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.




Entrepreneur in the computer & network security area. Founder and president of Xentix
Technology Ltd. Author & co-author of several scientific papers in the field of cybersecurity.
Holds various national & international distinguishes and awards for his achievements.

Yulian Hristov is a Researcher and Assistant Professor at the
Institute of ICT, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. A longstanding
journalist with nearly 20 years of experience, he focuses his work on
the development of new technologies in the field of media, the
development of the media of the future, and possible forms and
technical solutions to solve the problems of disinformation and fake
news. A co-author of the article “Future Media Security Transformation
in the Digital Age” and author of “Fake News” Disruption in the Digital Age from the book
Future Digital Society Resilience in the Informational Age. He is also the author of a number
of media analyses and articles discussing the topic of security and defense.

Stiliyan Georgiev is a Senior Software Developer at Visteon
Corporation — ADAS Department focusing smart sensors data
processing. “Associate Professor” from Technologies and Systems for
Protection Department at the Institute of Metal Science, Equipment
and Technologies “Acad. Angel Balevski’ with Hydro-Aerodynamics
Centre. Founding member and International Advisory Board member
of Secure Digital Future 21 Forum in the area of “Future Smart
Technologies & Al”. Author & co-author of numerous scientific
publications in the field of human factor biometric & cognitive analysis, smart sensor systems
security applications and neuromarketing. PhD on Engineering Sciences; graduates the
Physics Department of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. Awarded with several scientific
and technological distinguishes for his practical cognitive & physiological analytical results
and security system developments, including the British Council FamelLab competition.




